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_-'Hormst orchestra give
top-flight performance

By Marcia Fountain
Special to the Times -

—-l-

' Hornist Enc Ruske hved up to

his billing in his performance .’

Friday night with the El Paso
Symphony Orcbestra. This was
particularly evident in the per-
formance of the Strauss Horn
Concerto No. 1.

‘Robust, and passionate, the
- work displayed the 1nstrument
- and its player well.
The orchestra’ presented a solid

accompaniment, never covering .

thehorn (not, usually a real dan-
- ger anyway), but giving it full
_support.

“The Mozart Horn Concerto No.
2, which opened the evening, also

-re’.ceived; an .excellent. perfor--

mance by Ruske, Not such a dis-
play work on the modeérn horn, it
- would have taxed the 18th-centu-

players natural ‘horn consnl—_

er bly.

ugke” was not the only soloist -
of the evening. Soloists Carla

‘Conbolly; violin, and Mark Ta-
“fum, bass, gave Bottesini’s “Pas-

* gione- Amorosa an excellent per— _

" formance.

. Inm program drlpplng w1th in-
serted papers, it seemed a pity

notto find any short biographies

of these two soloists. Connolly is -
_the. principal second violin of the .
‘El" Paso: Symphony and Tatu.m,'

from AlBuquergue; often joins its
“bass sectmn They deserved some
mentmn R

As for: ‘the musxc Well let’s

face it.— as a composer, Bottesi- .
-1 “wag. a great bass player. The .
musie, is 'a hodgepodge of mid-

19t11 century cliches. Bottesini’s

Plan to. attend

> What' French hoin player Encj
Ruske wili perform with the El

‘Paso Symphony O_rchestra
“» When: 8 p.m_today. - G
.. » Where: Abraham Chavez The-

atre. - . -
» How much: $7 50—$23

: b Inforrnation. 532 3776.°

‘work in the dpera pit shows n

quasi-dramatic moments in the -
music; but it could really claim
to be neither amorous nor pas—.
sionate.. - L
“Tatum showed lnmself an ex- %
cellent bassist. The violin gets to .
do little more than arpeggiations,
but Connolly also played beauti-
fully the rather unpromising: ma-ﬁ A

‘terial. .

The second half of the | program

featured the El Paso Symphony .

in . Mozart’s Symphony No." 89,
Well-played . though it was, the -
latge string section seemed con- :
strained in'its efforts to preserve
Mozart's grace and clanty Given -
the small woodwind secticny Mo~

zart calls for, a rediced: strlng b

group mlght have made every—.
one’ 's job. easier.

The' orchestra is in excellent
shape and El Paso can be proud.-

- to claim it and its’ conductor ;

Gurer Aykal

Marcia Fountain reviews:assical music for the
El Paso Times. A cellist, she teaches at UTEP.





