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Horn player triun 15 as soloist

By ROBERT FINN
) PLAIN DEALER MUSIC CRITIC

Eric Ruske, the young french horn .
player who spent three years or 50 as
a member of the Cleveland Orches.
tra’s horn section not long ago, re-
turned to town'in triumph as a fea-
tured soloist last night.

His performance of Mozart’s E flat
horn concerto (K. 447) was both cen-
terpiece and highlight of last night’s
concert by the Ohio Chamber
Orchestra in the Little Theater at the
Cleveland Convention Center.

Music Director Dwight Oltman, in
the first of only two appearances he
will make in the OCO’s subscription
series in this' final, season'-of his’
tenure, began the. cohcert With a
rather scrappy performance  of-
Bach's first Brandenburg Coneerto.
Also heard were Samuel Bdrber's.
modern classic “Adagio for Strings”
and Stravinsky's- Hmcaa‘ ..T%Eo:m:
ballet suite..

Ruske, still o:@ mm. played s&: a
big, open, commandirig sound that
was much different from the leaner,
more pointed sound he favored in his
orchestra days. In the Mozart perfor-
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mance he was very much the 8:3_. i

of attraction; the orchestra  seemed
relegated to a distinctly secondary
status. Ruske’s technique was in
good order and he took full advan-
tage of the soloist's spotlight to de-

liver some truly distinguished horn

playing. The orchestra played well
for Oltman too, but there was no
doubt where the om=§. of mmmszo:
lay. ,

The m:&m:nom msc_cawus._ E:m:

the concerto was.over brought forth a .

most unusual encore .~ the first
miovement of.a Bach- ‘Violini concerto
transcribed for horn and orchestra, It |
was a puye virtuoso tour de force —
all the more 56 when you realize that
horn plajers, _5,6 to- breathe while

- playing those long vielin lines.
Ruske managéd that feat, s&mm meF.
. .wmmusm the solo, E.m intact..

4

" It was some show, Eric E.mwo As&o
doubles as-a mefhber-of the m_su:m
Brass when 53 playing ua& seems’
to have the. BSF.E world at his mmo*
ata very’ woﬁ_m wno 5%3 :

© The: OOO sounded a lithlé. _.mmmmn

.. in the Bach.first Brandenburg, and
there wag a fair amount of.-out-of-
tune playing. Best feature of the per- -

‘formanee was the work of the winds,
“especiaily in the two trios of the final
minuét - movemeént. Oltman,
course, is something of a Bach spé-
clalist since-he directs the venerable
Bach - festivals ~ at Baldwinh-Wallace
College Conservatory; this thor-
gughly modern-style
performance, however, was light.
-years removed in spirit from the way
thingsare done at BW each May.".

ductot rather.than a sentimentaljst.
The performancé of the Barber
-agdaglo that heé.led with. a.group. of ..
perhaps’ 20 amnm ugﬁ.a wag well
-balanced!, full-bodied and.in tune —

-its  tendéncy toward - :$entimental
;moonghine.. Many. 8:%303, séek
"ing: emotional dmpact in this piece

_Olttan's, vmaage.am wdg just as
m%m&?mw: its osa 5.%2_ é mm
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Oltmian is s erlsply éfficient con-

"and'it §tripped. the famous piece om..‘

s stretchizthe: long: lines® of“Barber's.
am_o% out:to: the brebking “ibint; - ‘that -seemed 10" enjoy everything it;

u,v.

t _\ -
actually infused ; sﬁ: a Szo;.o».
drama at the climax Just beforé the:
mu& return of the 3»5 theme. . :

“Puleinella® is ohe of the Emwﬂwm.
tener-friéndly . fun pieces _R all
music, and once Oltman ' and ‘Hig
players got into it Friday night, ;.
skittered along very nicely. .

e

The beginning, -however was “not;
promising. The sprightly little “Over-
tureé” sounded labored, as Ea also
“one or two of the earlier movi
- But by the time conductor mn%%
ers got to the “Tarantella,” theé paf
formance took off ard tnade ity
cheeky points with gusto from zé.»
to the end. There was.fine solo s..mn_n

# from, many: players, -oboe and irom<
co:o especially. The pieck’ tooR7ED:
thythmic life after the msaaﬁmﬁ."
and the playing amBBm EE:& mna
full &. mmz:n& ES : _

e:ﬁd 5« ‘a mo&.au& w:&maom_

heard, especially — and with good”
_ummmos - wzmwm s Sui_ozco:
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