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By Bill F. Fauceit . S
 Special to The Palm Béach Post ,
.. WESTPALM BEACH ~— The
. Sunshine State. is home to four
important - orchestras: ‘Tampa’s -
~Florida Orchestra, Miami’s New
World' Symphony, our own rer -
grional Florida. Philharmonic Or-
chestra -and' the ' Jacksonville
~ Symphony. .- "

o

i, . Tothe extent thatany of them
" toursatafl, they rarely tour within
the' state. That léaves concert:
goers: only to- imagine ‘what the -
orchestras outside theif own're-
gior sound like. And it is practi-
 cally impossiblé to know how.
one’s hometown orchestra stacks
up against the others. o
From what I heard Monday .
‘evening at the Kravis Center, the
Jacksonville Symphony Orches-
tra, "led by conductor Fabio
Mechetti,. is the. standard to
. which all otheérFloridd orchestras

" should strive.. :
- Iwassold from the beginnirig:

Aaron Jay. Kernis® lively oo Hot :

Toccata (1996) showcased a dis-

-~ ciplined, biilliantly rehearseden:

. semble, bright i1 its ‘overall tone

- ‘quality and ex¢éptionally precise -

in. its- intérpretation ~of rhythi:

- While Kernis’ music is a forget:

- table little' flourish, fte arches

~ tra’s performance: of it was_su- .
. Itis'hard to imagine a better ‘
-performance. of - Dvorak’s: Sy

[ Jacksonville ensemble
| sets a state standard

. Concert revie

#was French hornist Eric Rd

‘Richard Strauss’ First Horn Con-

- stant attenti
“of his inte
ticularly revelatory,
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Dhony No. 8 in G-Major (Op385).
The strings, the orchestra’s freat -
stréngth, imbued the-compoger’s
melodies with a sumptuous gk’
sonority. The brass and veial
wind section were very - ;
sive, but this maybe the bef
olin secﬁqn,_tnﬂplaY'dh,ﬂ;e Talys:
stage thjs'ye_?_f_ S
‘The evening’s featured sd

who 15 Well XNOWR among Bra%
aficioniados’ for. his: inspired ‘s
vice with the renowned Empire;
Brass Quintet. Ruske brouglithis
dark, mellow tone and an unsur-
Dpassed technical ability to bear on-

certo (Op. 11). Ruske’s intonation
was nearly flawless, his. sqtmd
was always clear, and he gave'fie |
piece'a fine Mozartian lift. = ’
.. Mechetti is a workmanlike
conductor. His choreography’is
controlled and. Lie Has the con-
on-of his forces. None:
rpretations. were, par-.
btit his grasp- -
of the music was_firm and' ihe
expression was convincing. - ...

. Following a surprisingly tepid
response to the first half, the s
dience warmed up to the grotig -
the concert’s close; This: oréligs:
fraundoubtedly will be welcofed:
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