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. nmswa todk thie'stage at the Kravis Cen- .
. .E. zgn&n&mﬁ as part of the Regional
. { Arts serls3 The Jacksonville Symphony

.-§ stown in ‘stature over the past several

q orchestra Brazilian-born conductor Fa-

&munmm in Jacksonville for many seasons,
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:The concert opened ina way in sE&-.
most symphony concexts in major artistic
centers do, that fs, with a new piece of
musie. Orchesiras all' over the country
commission “works from living compos-
ers. Most of these works will get a fow

?ggn%mam%eﬁsg:mo
_much was hagpening that it was difficult.
to hear it all, but those were well counter-
posed. by the buoyancy of the rest. Thia
plece was hesttily received by the
audience, ﬂz:ra exception %m few who
vol
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* One of Florldas ‘oldest and finest or-

performances at best because they are not
the bread and butter of the orchestra.
Compaosers feel obliged to compose short, .
flashy works, which can take the opening
position on a program. ’
The opening plece, Too m& Toccata,
wag written by 1998 Pulitzer Prize-
winning composer, Aaron Jay Kernis. It
was commissioned by the renowned Saint
Paul Chamber Orchestra where Kernis
was composer-in-residence. The overall
mood is quite high-atrung, but the music
is so lightly textured and well-crafted that
most of it seemed to flow gracefully from
the instruments, with remarkable clarity.

Mechetti and Em orchestra returned
to museum duties for the rest of the
concert, performing late' Yoth.century
works, The orclestra was joined by

Orchestra: wag founded in 1849, and has

ybars. Thiz sepson marks a change for the

blo Mechiétti takes the helm. Mechetti’s
résumé of conducting both orchestra and
opera is guummmmé and he will do very
___..mz in Jacksonyille.

: This ensemble has been delighting au-

Concerto for Horn No. 1. Ruske has had a
notable career and enjoys well-deserved
notoriety. His playing is both pimble and
expressive, exhibiting enormous musical
sensitivity. This early work of Strauss
combines classic and romantic influenc-
es, and foreshadows the great orchestrat-
ing capabilities that would come to mark
this composer’s caveer, The orchestra and

and its reputation as one of the great re-
glonal symphlonie orchestras has been
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A good orchestra concert will have. w
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rable performance, and that was certainly
the cyse when the ensembls played Anio- -
nin Dvorik’s Symphony No. 8 in G. This
work is familiar, although not-as’ o?u.
S&ouﬁmniggamwgoz.. 9
New World symphony. It is a brilliant’

*  gymphony, full of the folkish tunes that

characterize much of Dvordk’s musfe.
The symphony rivals those of Johannes
Brahms in scope and beauty, and uses ot
chestral colors for repgional highlights
reminis¢ent of Bedrich Smetana,

The first movement was energetic and
intense, and even brought some applauge
at its close, The expansive and beautifil
Adaglo followed, in which the orchestra
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ES&%.E saﬁa thé depth’ of Em‘
mature work. The a&ﬁﬂwn.gng? i

. :Bﬂ.p was played with the brilliance and ;

‘clarity that marked most of the evening. ;
But nothing could prepard the.audience
“for the rich brass fanfare of the finale, -
‘The performance was truly great, with
- flawless woodwinds and siring sections
that played as uniformly and expresaively ©
as any | have heard. The audiérice e an |
abnormally leng ovatlon for this Vvéhue, |
bringing Mechetti back out several times, -
and earning an encore. The piece was the
Overture to Russtan and Ludmilla by :
Michae! Glinka, and it was played with ef- -
fervescence and flair. v
It is truly good te have wonderful or-
chestras in our state. The Jacksonville .:
Symphony is certainly one of the best of
them. i






